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INDIA UPDATE

Highlights of this week

Andhra Pradesh
« 23,117 students in Andhra Pradesh secured free admission in private schools under RTE in
phase 1. Of 37,427 applicants, 28,561 were eligible. Seats must be confirmed by June 7,
phase-II results out June 11.
« The Union Cabinet approved a 4-lane, 108.13 km Badvel-Nellore Corridor on NH-67,
cutting travel to Krishnapatnam Port by 33.9 km. Costing ¥3,653 crore, it boosts
connectivity, reducing travel time, fuel use, and carbon footprint.

Delhi

« After poor construction led to the demolition of judicial quarters, Delhi PWD has
mandated all divisions to keep detailed records of material usage and procurement for two
years. This aims to enhance quality control and prevent the use of substandard materials.

« Delhi has inaugurated South Asia’s largest utility-scale battery energy storage system
(20MW/40MWh) at Kilokri to manage peak demand and improve power supply, It aims
to reduce grid strain and ensure uninterrupted electricity.

« CM Rekha Gupta has empowered district development committees to fast-track local
development and improve coordination between officials and elected representatives. The
move aims to strengthen decentralised governance and boost public service delivery.

Goa
. IPSCDL has completed the St. Inez concrete road project before the deadline, featuring a
200m stretch with new sewer lines, footpaths, and utilities. The project preserved heritage
elements and overcame tough soil conditions under the Smart City Mission.
. Following a High Court order, the Ponda Municipal Council demolished -eight
unauthorized stalls near Ponda. The action, supervised by local authorities and supported
by police, aims to clear encroachments hindering road-widening and infrastructure work.

Gujarat
« The Gujarat government has reshuffled key CMO roles. Avantika Singh Aulakh is now
the additional principal secretary, while Nitin Sangwan Pandey returns from Delhi as
secretary to the CM after six years.

Haryana

« Around 10,000 volunteers participated in Haryana’s Operation Shield mock drills across
22 districts, testing emergency responses like evacuations, triaging, and cyber-incident
protocols. Advanced technologies, including drones and GIS tracking, were used to
simulate real scenarios and assess readiness.

« The Haryana Staff Selection Commission (HSSC) has launched a special helpline (90634-
93990) to assist CET-2025 candidates with registration queries and technical issues.
Candidates are urged to avoid common form errors to prevent application rejection.

Himachal Pradesh
« The Himachal Pradesh cabinet approved the Deposit Refund Scheme to reduce non-
biodegradable waste at tourist spots. Under this plot, consumers will pay a security fee on
packaging, which will be returned when the empty materials are brought back.
« The Himachal Pradesh Cabinet approves filling 700 Home Guard posts and relocating the
RERA office from Shimla to Dharamsala. It also regularizes 203 Panchayat Secretary
services and amends medical residency rules for smoother PG doctor selection.

Karnataka
. Karnataka bans hookah bars and raises the legal age for tobacco purchase from 18 to 21
years. The new law also prohibits tobacco use in most public places, with exceptions for
designated smoking areas in large hotels, restaurants, and airports. Violations will attract
increased fines.
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Upcoming News/Events

Andhra Pradesh
« Andhra CM Chandrababu Naidu plans a Davos-like global leadership centre in
Amaravati to nurture future leaders. At the CII summit, he urged industry support for
Swarna Andhra Vision 2047, aimed at a $2.4 trillion economy.
« President Droupadi Murmu will attend CTUAP's first convocation in Visakhapatnam on
June 10. The event will be held from 12-1 pm at the AU Convention Centre, with road
repairs and beautification planned along her convoy route.

Delhi

« The Delhi High Court has directed PWD to clean a culvert used by 3,000 Rajputana Rifles
soldiers daily, citing safety concerns until a foot overbridge is built. The order follows a
report highlighting unsanitary conditions and the risks posed by debris.

« The Delhi government has ordered high-rise commercial, hotel, and institutional buildings
to install rooftop anti-smog guns within six months. These must operate year-round,
except during the monsoon (June 15-October 1), to combat worsening air pollution.

« Two projects worth %78 lakh have been approved to upgrade Delhi Assembly
infrastructure: repairing toilet blocks, pantry cabinets, and the boundary wall and building
a gazebo in the CM’s park. Work is expected to finish in about 1.5 months.

Goa
« Goa will establish a ¥125.59 crore Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Digital Museum in Ponda
by 2026 to promote cultural heritage. Separately, Hyderabad history-sheeter Abdul Altaf
has been remanded in police custody over a casino murder in Panaji.
« The space under the Baina flyover will be turned into a parking zone to ease congestion
near the RTO Office and Ravindra Bhavan. This move aims to prevent misuse of the area
and offer organized, safer parking for locals and visitors alike.

Gujarat
« PM Modi begins a two-day visit to Gujarat on May 26 to launch development projects
worth ¥77,400 crore. He will inaugurate a locomotive manufacturing plant and flag off an
electric locomotive in Dahod.

Haryana
« Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini laid the foundation stones for nine projects worth Rs
61.23 crore in Pehrawar village and announced a matching grant for educational
institutions. He also revealed plans to name a major state park after Lord Parshuram.
« Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini announced development projects for the Assandh block,
including a new HSVP sector, naming Salwan’s primary health centre after Mohan Singh
Mundhar, and funding for a Maharana Pratap dharamshala.

Himachal Pradesh

. Himachal Pradesh plans to raise Rs 800 crore through government securities, auctioned by
the RBI on June 3, to fund development projects. The 20-year loan starts June 4, amid
reduced Revenue Deficit Grants and the end of GST compensation.

. Himachal Pradesh will recruit 937 TGTs across arts, non-medical, and medical streams to
address teacher shortages in remote districts. Selected candidates will join as trainees with
a ¥22,860 monthly salary. The move aims to improve education quality in underserved
areas.

Karnataka
. Karnataka records its highest May rainfall in 125 years, affecting 28 districts with damage
to homes and infrastructure. CM Siddaramaiah urges officials to visit affected areas
immediately and ensure timely compensation, assuring over 1,000 crore is available in the
State Disaster Response Fund. The state remains on high alert as more rain is expected.
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Highlights of this week

Madhya Pradesh
« Indore Metro’s first phase, a 6 km ‘Super Priority Corridor,” began commercial operations
on May 31, 2025, inaugurated by PM Modi via video link. This marks Madhya Pradesh’s
first metro service, enhancing connectivity in Indore.

Mumbai

» Maharashtra gets Union Ministry approval to accept foreign donations for its Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund, enabling CSR funds from multinational firms to support disaster
relief and aid. This marks a first under the FCRA for state-level foreign contributions.

« Dharavi's redevelopment plan includes 100 acres of green spaces, parks, and waterfronts
to create a central green lung, improving community access and flood control. The
Maharashtra government approved this plan on May 28.

« Delays in receiving Coastal Zone Management Plan maps from NCSCM have stalled 20
Konkan coastal projects, raising costs. Maharashtra’s Ports Minister Nitesh Rane urged
Union Minister Bhupendra Yadav who order map issuance within a month.

Pune

« PMC’s standing committee approved a ¥66 crore textile waste treatment plant at
Ramtekdi, treating clothes, foam, leather, and scrap furniture. The project clearance was
expedited just before municipal commissioner Rajendra Bhosale’s retirement.

« Pune Airport gets 15 new flight slots, increasing total from 220 to 235, boosting flight
operations and passenger convenience. Union Minister Murlidhar Mohol secured
approval from the Indian Air Force for expanded slots between 6 am and 10:29 pm.

« Mabharashtra records over 1000% excess rainfall in May, with Pune city logging 657%
more than usual at 250.4 mm. The unusual heavy rains are due to pre-monsoon
disturbance, with a significant monsoon revival expected after June 10.

Punjab
+ Punjab and Haryana conducted ‘Operation Shield’, a state-wide civil defence drill to assess
emergency response to scenarios like drone attacks. The exercise involved coordinated
efforts from police, fire services, health, and disaster management teams.
« Punjab records a 15% drop in stubble burning cases, yet over 10,000 incidents persist, with
Amritsar topping the list. Experts warn of ecological harm, declining soil health, and
disrupted pollination due to bee displacement.

Rajasthan
« Commercial LPG cylinders in Jaipur are now cheaper by ¥24.50, priced at ¥1,751, while
domestic cylinder rates remain unchanged. This marks the third price reduction for
commercial LPG in the state this year.

Tamil Nadu

« Puducherry launches a Rs 110 crore Integrated Solid Waste Management project, starting
with a pilot on June 1 and full operations by July 1 under the Green Warrior Agency. The
initiative includes a 60-tonne-per-day pyrolysis plant producing 12-15 tonnes of fuel daily.

« Tamil Nadu govt highlights major sports milestones, including hosting the 44th FIDE
Chess Olympiad and WTA Chennai Open, while providing Rs 169 crore aid to athletes
over four years. Nearly 700 sportspersons received Rs 17 crore, with high-cash incentives
totaling Rs 152.52 crore given to over 4,600 medal winners.

Telangana
« The Telangana Industries Department has earned the ISO 9001:2015 certification after a
thorough audit by DNV, recognizing its operational efficiency, digital initiatives, and
investor-friendly reforms. The state’s Single Window Clearance System, TG-iPASS, was
also praised by NITI Aayog for streamlining statutory compliances.

Uttar Pradesh
. Uttar Pradesh has issued a notification to establish civil defence units in all 75 districts,
expanding from the previous 15. These units will bolster security and assist in public
services like sanitation, health campaigns, and disaster management.
« Uttar Pradesh’s Outer Ring Road project will connect six districts around Lucknow,
boosting connectivity, easing traffic, and fostering growth. The Lucknow Development
Authority is finalizing plans to prepare a master plan for this major development.

Upcoming News/Events

Madhya Pradesh
« MP High Court orders the state government to explain within 90 days why experience is
not considered for senior horticulture officer recruitment. The court responded to a petition
highlighting unequal priority given to horticulture staff.

Mumbai

« Godrej Enterprises seeks dedicated Metro 4 access to its Vikhroli campus, boosting
connectivity for thousands of workers and 15+ companies. MMRDA’s policy supports
such direct metro links to promote sustainable urban growth and ease commuting.

« The Urban Development Department plans to remove the green zone status of a 176-
hectare plot in Mogharpada, Thane, to build a Metro 4 car depot. Public feedback is being
sought before final approval, and surplus land may be used for other projects.

« Mumbai Police will introduce digital smart ID cards for all 51,308 personnel to combat
fake ID frauds, with ¥4 crore approved for the initiative. This makes Mumbai Police the
first Maharashtra government department to adopt digital smart cards.

Pune

. Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis announced a review of all arms licenses issued in
Pune district over the past two years, totaling around 600, following allegations of forged
documents in the Vaishnavi Hagwane case.

« PCMC will build a modern, four-storey fire station in Bhosari MIDC near Tata Motors’
goods entry, with a ¥22.84 crore tender issued. It will support over 16,000 industries and 7
lakh workers, featuring parking for five fire engines, a control room, and other facilities.

« Pune Municipal Corporation plans to upgrade its drainage system to handle heavier rains,
increasing pipeline size from 600 mm to 900 mm. Upgrades in older city areas face
challenges due to narrow lanes and limited space.

Punjab
. Punjab Police plans to track drug smugglers on bail using GPS-enabled anklets, pending
legal approvals. A centralised Al-powered database (PAIS) will also be used to monitor
and trace offenders more effectively.
. Punjab govt to provide free workbooks to students, while Faridkot gets its first 3-Tesla
MRI machine for advanced diagnostics. NABARD strengthens rural outreach by
appointing Prashant Baloda as District Development Manager in Fazilka.

Rajasthan
. Rajasthan plans major teacher recruitment drive as Education Secretary Krishna Kunal
confirms DPC promotions will create 20,000 vacancies. The move aims to fill long-pending
posts across the state.

Tamil Nadu

« The Centre has urged the RBI to protect small gold loan borrowers by excluding loans
under Rs 2 lakh from the new draft norms, a move welcomed by Tamil Nadu CM Stalin.
He praised the focus on safeguarding small borrowers and stressed the need for state
consultations on such impactful policies.

. NHAI plans to build a cloverleaf-type grade separator at Panjappur to ease rising traffic
due to its growth as an economic and logistics hub. Experts stress that this flyover is vital to
manage congestion around the new Integrated Bus Terminus and support urban expansion.

Telangana
. Telangana Deputy CM Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka announced Rs 17,169 crore for tribal
welfare in 2025-26 and a Rs 6,000 crore self-employment scheme for SC, ST, BC, and
minority youth, targeting 5 lakh beneficiaries. He also revealed plans for the global
expansion of Singareni Collieries with expert recommendations underway.

Uttar Pradesh
. The 16th Finance Commission delegation, led by Prof Arvind Panagariya, will meet UP
CM Yogi Adityanath on June 4 to discuss financial and development issues. They will also
visit Ayodhya and Varanasi to review key projects.
. Uttar Pradesh aims to be child labour-free by 2027 through coordinated efforts across
departments and improved data collection. A public awareness drive in Lucknow on June
12 will support identifying and rehabilitating child labourers.
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GLOBAL UPDATE

Highlights of this week

Africa
« Flooding in Nigeria's Niger State has killed 151 people and displaced over 3,000, affecting more
than 500 households. The incident began Wednesday night in Mokwa, with rescuers still searching
through debris.
« Ethiopia and the IMF have reached a staff-level agreement on the third review of its $3.4 billion
loan program. Upon approval, Ethiopia will receive $260 million, with strong policy results and
improved macroeconomic indicators reported.

America
« Mexico holds its first judicial elections to pick 2,600 judges, including Supreme Court justices, amid
concerns over corruption and candidate links to crime. Critics fear the reforms may erode checks on
power and empower criminal influence.
o Mexican authorities seize over 3 million liters of stolen fuel in Tabasco, part of broader anti-
smuggling efforts involving traceability systems. Recent raids uncovered over 11 million liters of
illicit fuel, mainly linked to theft from Pemex pipelines and misclassified imports.

Asia Pacific
« Thailand's 2026 budget of $115 billion passed its first parliamentary vote with 322-158 support,
despite coalition tensions. Final approval requires more readings by August, ahead of the October 1
fiscal start.
« David Seymour, ACT New Zealand leader, was sworn in as deputy PM, replacing Winston Peters
under a coalition deal. He remains the regulation minister and is known for backing a narrower
Treaty of Waitangi bill that failed in parliament.

China
« China signed a convention to establish an international mediation organization in Hong Kong,
aiming to rival the International Court of Justice and boost the city's global dispute resolution role.
The move could enhance China’s influence in global governance amid ongoing geopolitical tensions.

Europe
« Over 500 people were arrested during Paris celebrations after PSG won the Champions League,
with two deaths and 192 injuries reported. Police faced violence, including fires, smashed shelters,
and attacks, while further events with tight security were planned.

Middle East
o Turkish authorities detained dozens of opposition officials and raided CHP-run municipalities in
Istanbul amid a broad crackdown following Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu’s arrest. The government
denies influencing the judiciary despite protests and economic unrest triggered by the crackdown.
« Saudi Arabia’s Defence Minister Prince Khalid delivered King Salman’s urgent message in Tehran,
urging Iran to take President Trump’s nuclear deal offer seriously to avoid war with Israel. He
warned that stalled talks risk triggering Israeli military action.

Pakistan
« Pakistan and India are close to reducing their troop levels along the border to pre-conflict numbers,
said Pakistan’s top military official, General Sahir Shamshad Mirza. However, he warned that the
recent clashes have raised the risk of future escalation and strategic miscalculations.
« Amid tensions with India, Pakistan advanced diplomatic engagement with China and Afghanistan
during a trilateral meeting in Beijing. Both Islamabad and Kabul agreed in principle to restore full
diplomatic ties, including exchanging ambassadors, with China pledging support for the process.

United Kingdom
« UK Finance Minister Rachel Reeves has nominated Richard Hughes, chair of the Office for Budget
Responsibility, for a second five-year term, pending Treasury Committee approval. The OBR
oversees economic forecasts and monitors budget goals.
« Britain planned to merge many pension schemes into "megafunds" with at least £25 billion in assets
by 2030 to boost investment in the economy, including clean energy. The government also created a
"backstop" power to enforce investment targets, though some firms criticized this move.

United States
o The U.S. Supreme Court cleared another legal hurdle for Trump’s mass deportation policy, backing
his tough immigration stance while urging fair treatment in some cases. It allowed ending temporary
legal status for hundreds of thousands of migrants amid ongoing court challenges.
o The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved NuScale Power’s 77 MW small modular
reactor design, advancing its goal to build the first U.S. SMR plant. NuScale aims to have a reactor
operating by decade’s end if customers move swiftly.

Services Offered :

Upcoming News/Events

Africa
« Uganda plans to borrow €500 million ($568 million) from Afreximbank and other lenders for
infrastructure, despite opposition concerns over rising debt. The debt stock rose 18% to $29.1 billion
last year amid increased borrowing.
« South Africa proposed importing 75-100 million cubic feet of U.S. LNG annually over 10 years,
aiming to boost trade by $9-12 billion. The deal includes duty-free quotas for vehicles, steel,
aluminium, and cooperation in energy technologies.

America
« Brazil’s government will propose an alternative to the IOF tax hike within 10 days after backlash over
rising credit and pension costs. Congress signals strong opposition, pushing for structural reforms
instead of revenue-raising tax maneuvers.
« The U.S. aims to resume Mexican cattle imports by year-end after halting them due to the screwworm
pest. A USDA mission will soon assess Mexico's surveillance and control measures. Imports will
restart unless major risks emerge.

Asia Pacific
« The U.S. asked Australia to raise defense spending to 3.5% of GDP during talks at the Shangri-La
Dialogue. Discussions also focused on boosting U.S. defense capabilities in Australia and securing
supply chains.
« Japan will provide $1.06 billion to Bangladesh for budget aid, rail upgrades, and education grants
during interim head Muhammad Yunus' visit to Tokyo. The support includes a $418M policy loan
and $641M for rail development.

China
« U.S. President Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping are set to discuss resolving trade issues soon,
including a critical minerals dispute, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said. The talks aim to ease
tensions and improve cooperation.

Europe
« Ukrainian negotiators will present a peace roadmap to Russia on June 2 in Istanbul, starting with a
30-day ceasefire, prisoner exchanges, and a Zelenskiy-Putin meeting. The plan includes no limits on
Ukraine's military, no recognition of Russian sovereignty over occupied areas, and no reparations.

Middle East
« Egypt plans to build a desert city, diverting 7% of its Nile water quota to irrigate agriculture and
upscale housing. The 6.8 million sq meter Jirian city aims to boost land value amid water shortages
and economic challenges.
« Saudi Arabia and Qatar will jointly fund Syrian state employees for three months, following a $15
million World Bank arrears payment. Saudi Arabia aims to support Syria’s economic recovery with
planned business investments in key sectors.

Pakistan
« Pakistan announced it will designate an ambassador to Afghanistan—the first since the Taliban took
control in 2021—signaling an easing of tensions between the neighbors. This upgrade from chargé
d’affaires aims to enhance diplomatic engagement amid ongoing regional complexities.
. Pakistan extended the deadline for expressions of interest to buy Pakistan International Airlines to
June 19, the privatisation ministry announced. The government aims to sell 51%-100% of the debt-
laden airline to raise funds and reform state-owned firms under an IMF program.

United Kingdom
« Britain will spend an extra £1.5 billion ($2 billion) to improve housing for the armed forces,
addressing urgent repairs and new builds. The funding aims to boost recruitment, retention, and
morale, as part of the upcoming 10-year Strategic Defence Review.
« Britain will hold talks with the U.S. next week to accelerate the implementation of their limited trade
pact announced in May, which maintains Trump-era tariffs but expands agricultural and car export
access. This follows a U.S. court blocking most of Trump's tariffs for overstepping authority.

United States
« The U.S. plans to increase weapons sales to Taiwan over the next four years, likely surpassing levels
during Trump’s first term, to deter China amid rising military pressure. Officials also urge Taiwan’s
opposition to support defense budget increases to 3% of GDP.
« President Trump will keep a U.S. general leading NATO for now, easing allies’ fears of a quick U.S.
military withdrawal. He privately informed NATO’s Secretary General Mark Rutte of this decision
amid pressure for Europe to boost its own security role.
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